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SUBJECT: NEW POLICE COMMANDER NAMED FOR SOWETO 
REE: JOHANNESBURG 1908 

1 . IN A FURTHER ATTEMPT TO REBUILD RELATIONS 
BETWEEN BLACKS AND POLICE (SEE REFTEL), A NEW 
DIVISIONAL COMMANDER WAS NAMED TO ADMINISTER 
THE SOWETO POLICE DISTRICT. BRIGADIER JAN 
VISSER, HAVING PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS 

SOWETO COMMANDER IN 1974, APPEARED CONCILIATORY 
TOWARDS THE BLACK COMMUNITY IN QUOTED REMARKS, 
STATING T RELIEVE PROPER AND MEANINGFUL 
DIALOGUE WILL MAKE VIOLENCE UNNECESSARY." 

2. HE STATED HE INTENDED TO VISIT PEOPLE 
IN "RESPONSIBLE POSITIONS" TO "DISCUSS 
THEIR PROBLEMS-ITS THE ONLY WAY WE CAN 
UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER'S PROBLEMS ". HE 
FURTHER NOTED HE WELCOMED CRITICISM IF IT WERE 
CONSTRUCTIVE AND SAW HIS APPOINTMENT AS A CHALLENGE 
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RELATIONS BETWEEN THE POLICE AND THE PEOPLE OF 
SOWETO. AMONG SPECIFIC PROPOSALS HE MENTIONED 
WERE PROVIDING EACILITIES AND MATERIALS EOR 
DETAINED STUDENTS TO WRITE EXAMS. 

3. BRIG. VISSER'S APPOINTMENT HAS 

ALREADY BEEN GREETED BY BLACKS AS A "WELCOME " 

SIGN AND ONE BLACK LEADER PROMISED THEY WOULD 
"TAKE THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE ERANK 
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE ATTITUDES OE POLICE, 
PARTICULARLY TOWARDS CHILDREN." 

4. COMMENT: BRIG. VISSER'S APPOINTMENT 
INDICATES THE POLICE AUTHORITIES ARE 
SERIOUSLY ATTEMPTING MEND RELATIONS WITH 
BLACK PEOPLE. HIS COMMENTS REELECT A 

MUCH GREATER AWARENESS OE THE IMPACT POLICE ACTIONS 
HAVE ON THE BLACK PUBLIC, ALTHOUGH HE PROMISES 
TO BE FIRM WITH PEOPLE WHO BREAK THE LAW. 

JOHNSON 
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